[Ischemic cholecystitis from cholesterol crystal embolism].
Cholesterol crystal embolism is a serious complication of atherosclerosis resulting in renal, cutaneous and rarely digestive manifestations. We report two cases of systemic cholesterol crystal embolization with gallbladder involvement in two patients with gallstones, severe atherosclerosis with an abdominal aortic aneurysm as well as predisposing factors for cholesterol crystal migration. These two cases show that, like vasculitis, cholesterol crystal embolization may result in ischemic cholecystitis, and that diagnosis of cholesterol crystal embolization on routine cholecystectomy suggests severe systemic involvement and a poor prognosis.